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Fhegroundsof Unity ' 
'T'N 


RELIGION, & 


I'Niry-and ſubmilfion is deſired of all Princes and Conmmon2 
"&Lwealths, as that which preſerves Peace and Happineſs'in all So- 
cities, for-a Nation-full 'of diſcottents and FaRions , is next Uoor 
to Rebellion , and conſequently Ruine. | 
- One grea; toundation of Peace is che due ſubmiſſion” of all par- 
ties as well Eccleliaſtical as Civil , tothe'reaiporal Prince, as ſa- 
: pream Governour in all cauſes, and ſubjeU to rione-bur'God. | 
Angthis may be yielded , and yet nor « compleat ſatisfation in 
the general; for by atollerationin Religjdn, different Sets may 
politbleſubaiit for politick'ends, though this unites not, but only 
palliates, which yet is better thana worſe evil, | 
But that which breeds the perfeR concord and corn leat union 
is this, when the Ecclefiaſticks, and again the people agree to, and 
©*embracethe publick eſtabliſh'd Church-Diſcipline , wthow mur- 
muring, not out of force, but love and good opinion 6f if. | 
To which endand purpoſe, it dughtto be as rational and conſe. ' 
nant to the Law of nature as poſlible , agreting with the plain ap= 
prehenliogs of humanity and down-righrlincerity-oFthe commons, 
without ſpecious circumſtancesvr'impertinentics, which the peo- 
ple think-are but amuzements and ſophiſtications in the worſhip of 
God;-bur-yer alſo comptiant with the ends of prudence, and order 
withoutaffeation of Novelty on th*one hand , or ſuperſtition on 
th*otber, and this will infallibly be of force , for being founded in 
reaſon, it will be applicable -and* comprehenlive-to-all-reaſonable - 
men. ' . Y 4" dz-4 = 
For this is moſt certain, the Cherch wis pute and plain at the be- 
ginning 4 without ceremonies and circumſtances ; and Chriſtians -' 
wet together * huthbly , decently , and Religioully , with hearty ©. 


Prayers to Gotl, and hearing ofthe word ferrencly Preached with 
; A 2 ſuch 


(4) | 
ſOeppochenivench and reafor,,_ they madethe people wil- 
m 


ly to relign their bligdgnd ſyperſitious opinians to ſuch real 
{emoatirabd ih | 7eſing Dirt ihe Scriptures, . 
and their own Conſciences, whether thoſe aliings they taught were - 
ſo or no., in this purity and ſincerity; were the Primitive times, 
: with which their innocency.and holineſs of life ſa prevail*d, that 
many Kings and Kingdomes-inn tic — briſtian , 
Religion,” '#hd ſtronglplwuphell its; ftee, irgrew toſo much , 
ſplendour and pomp, that Snperſtition, Vanity and arrogance crept - 
alſo by degrees into the;Clergy tha; ſoon dimn'd the Luſter, ang + 
abazed the true, glory of Religion, and was the cauſe, of many.dis . 
vitions, YE per oye Whit; 
For this is a Rule in the Diſcipline: of the Church and Worſhip . 
of God, that rvo auch foxmality ſpoyls devotion. , and makes men 
cold in the.ſcarghes after tryth; the more plain and fire from cere- 
monies ang,circumſtantials ir is.,, provided it be decerit the more 
pure and fubſtangial it willptove, andthe racre id fot general 
unjon ; wherefore in all fych caſes, mych care Thould be rakes that 
the great ſtumbling-blocks.,of diſcontent be. taken away , for 
tkough they .are of themſelves jndifferent , yet when they brig h 
much and cog(iderable, diſturbagce , 'they then ceaſeto be indiffe- 
oy as to peace and quieineſs, and ſoare betres regulated. or remo-.. 
ved. #7 a a 
Now doubtleſs: though Epiſcopacy is the-pureſt ; as yell as the - 
moſt aatient ever Church, having obtdaed inall Chri- 
ftian Churches of the,world of, what ſort or TeRfoever, for 15Qo , 
yoaroeaguher after Chriſt ; and che Church of Zxgland at pre-" 
ent is lookt upon.to be the. beſt regulated gf all Epiſcopacy , and 
yec if chere can beany. moreadyantages given to it forthe farther 
Improvement. of Unity, from antient prelctiption,, right. reaſon or - 
modern; example >doubtleſs it mightbe good to be pu in PraQtice, 
fox we thould Ru aſcend ro jmprovernent-and. perfection , for the-- 
mgre comprehenlive _ generally acceptable it is, the, more firm , 
and eftabliſhr it; will be, . * | | (1 
For 'there is. nothing conduceth- more. to .Unity and Peace 
thanby. taking off and. reducing the general FaRions of Religion , 
which is done by enlarging the boſome of the Church, agg taking, . 


off. 
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'of we, fall ofchemſel es tothe A Ceheore 56s ahdifi 
| Das rl tothe ſame'Chiurch Hop bs ae bly. 
| 'For thetrue way of Upicy, is fach 4 cqmpoſed:mean WNISEY = 


erthie major p wo ity 'vPrati 
L people ſacisfled heh ay eaſt nip done with. us without-als 
he wig al Glertiment, $a ot Rom pr but aft 
D j6y jog | opether, (viz. 
r/copa (Uh Pres erin oro Naetege it leaftrine paris 

in ten of the Nation, including all other Secs , which may be done 
by 373 regulation; abating only ſome things and reforming 0- 


Foe Epicopacy ghd the ſime Diſciptini ih Gita foqs tno 
phe bY the moſt, but #s'in all timet' vil nb. | 
{235 ed d making Laws bach been for chit hurer convebion: 
oy dfakepi ] eccordlgothe emei geicie of things?-and'c0n- 

7 Qure oftimes and occalions;, ' #6 aff&is at ek im the Ec- 
eliaſtical Regiment ; . fo? ſpine things will be' alwayes proper” at 

e times, ſome ages, thatis oor proper inthe other; and ſo 

Kead 'Y they muſt be. remedied, for in an ape' or ſunelong 

mens manners and rhe conflitutions'0 things: alcer EX=-- 

| ws and {o muſt have corteRions proportionably.; 

Andall people being now ſatisfied” rhar rhe Church' of England 

a by Epiſcopacy is to be the ſtanding Government, 'being eftabliſhr 

by Parliament,. and alwayes owned fo by his: Majeſty; if there be 

| once a further comprehenſion of the Presbiterians in and according 

| ta that Government; all other parties- will ſoon be quiet 'as too 

| fmallto Rtand in computation on the onehand;'and 6n mrs hand 

the Church being thus ;+gulared will bring'in che Teſt day! y alſo, 

| ſo that ſome ſmall regulation and abatement of” the fame 

Church-Diſcipline we have atready', will work th&tefired effe; 

| And as for the otter Diffenters they may. have ſome connivance 

but no legal Liberty ; for legal allowante will mak themim dent, | 
| and endeayonr to encreaſe, wherea3Qtheryile they will be by mble - 


and camious.. . ;\ 
A | | oo " Where-- 


Diſcipline, as inay, 7 
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and much beite ran rapes ng Er, this will got only oblige 
» Our Friends at. ame ,: hurall the-Proteſtants beyond Seas; and 
this mdy be dane byabe rule aboveſaid without. akering the mode 
of. Gore for we Rte in a few ahings * cnw5 099 rr 
n oge- in DoRtine., they have JeIt of chemlelyes che notion of EL 
OErs, ang, if if were their pe yoga Fae Las 
Piicopacy, and, would Concege yErIFLY. MYCH.MOre tor WE gains 
re I nyo pig 
py period thar loag and pyeds Eanielt fiom nerer 50 be heard uf 
any ryore, bib A. Mr n G 1 ef. + oe I — 
To effeR this, afewthings will be ſufficient , '8s diſpencing with 


- the Surplice, and part of an Oath inthe AR of Uniformity , alſo 


rhe Croſſing in Bagtiſmy and kneeliog.® ;he Sacrament lefe wndilfe- 
reg, aodplecaluie; taken away; theſe things being abated » they 


' would.agree with allihirgs. eſe Yory ell, and be as ouch. vr more 
Tor Epijcopaly «hay we. ouclclys and why bould note der 


this alſo that will. unice ugſo. nnnceably. whercfore, ſhould we 
Rick ar.ſuch little circumſtancesto binder ſo greata work;: and a3 
forzaking away pluraſities,, there are but few ſober men of eicher 
party buy beariily delite ir, is being that, which makes ill theſe 
which haye $004many, andinders abundance of Learned men from 
prefermenr; it beipg prudence inGoyernmenc, 1ather to, provide 
convenientand comſortablepreferments for mary, than great pre- 
fermenis for few; .and things thus-remedyed and,quallitied will be 
ſo far from weakringihe Proceſtant Intereſt ; thar it will raiſe ir 
higher than ever, and make Epiſcopaſy Rand uponatirm and ever- 
laſting Balis. T.am confident theſe few things , laſt mentioned, will 
do the work; however if there wete any other hindrances of the 
like nature ;. what. "matter + were itio.. 2emove them for , the 
Churches ſecurity, the advantage will ſoon be. perceived , ihis will 
drown'andtakeaway rhe name of Presbytery as wellas all nick. 
names of parties, . and make.chem have no abettars nor underſtand 
how to begeraquarrel if they would themſel\ es, : 
Some may ſay it wil be ill making alterations, but that is of 
ſome Extraordinary thing which diſcontents the major part of the 
Nation, but this is the contrary, for here the major part will nor 
only. be well pleaſed atit, but will alſobe a!vanraged: wt erethen 
is che inconveniency of it? tie Royal ard P;oteſtant pariy, if 
Cere- 
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(72Y 
Ceremonies wereahated,, would not beddiſablig'd; or the leſs' Sub- 
ze&s for ir cbey referring all ſuch Matters 10 che King & Parl'ament,; 
and would be as well. pleaſed in his Majeſtics ether DixeRions, in, 
this, as they were with Queen ral ty fore ;for; it is a all dne., 
to.chew if_the Goverment be Acque ,a5-We)l in 


rakiog, Hem omey, paring elem | {74a 0 
ſee, 1c's ends, Agaie, che. Preck ite aus that, 
were diſp leaſed be andy this reconciled, which ens on. «8 the 


ſcores of Hamanity and Chriſtianity,oblige them to be'gratefiul to E-. 
terniy ; and for the Church of England, itwill very- much inlarge, 
the boſome of ir, Exalting it above all Diſputes. about Diſciplines, , 
making it-ſo firm, that nothing .can ſhake it.- 

And others may obje& , that if theſe thiogs be-- -granted,, the. 
SeQaries will delire.more and more ſtill, till they have-pul' ddoun. 
all Decencie, god Order, and Eccleſiaſtical Governmeat,byt, this. 
doth not follow, for by4 the ſameRule, there.can'c be a motion. to.. 
reform any thing amiſs whatſoever , but they ſhall-{traighr prevenc-+ 
it by a pretence ofa deſtruQive change, bur this alrersno ground- - 
work or ſubſtarzials in Diſcipline, nly: pruning off ſome ſaper 76 
ities, for according to the common ,take anoy: the Cau 
aud the Effeccealeth ; for cr" 2-man putteck on- Laces on - 

r Garment, ſome willſay th Lbapro ny yaa £00 .; 
ary, not fine enough , Aherwi 92 £;pozrh nd, good: partern, 
when h fo wears none lked of, or. 
f y 10- .be diſpleaſed arg cog 7 y in all.; 

ob gs $the more plain and, ſubſtandial it i is, the bener its li- 

ked, n Diſcipline, if they ſhould:quarrel at-Foundations and * 

Rial things,.they would render. their party weak and them- 
ſelves ridiculous, wherefore for their-own Credit and Chriſtianity, . 
they would got unrip wha exc Tyes and .Ligaments , but-ma-; 
ny nga erayrabmnager $,.cotmon reaſon.cels us , is lin-. 
Fun ck cenſy eyery; common, pret pretender, under the notion of : 
erflici are pu and ; ſeridyſo per papa or porn up all . 

ey 


peoples hearts to it, to-uphold things robe. : 
agued hays pon cauſe [5 raked when taking of them - 
away Cureth ty rroobles wichous any more to do, cuiting off the 
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